Technique of laparoscopic-assisted total proctocolectomy and ileal pouch anal anastomosis in children and adolescents: a single center's 8-year experience.
Laparoscopic techniques have been applied to restorative proctocolectomy since the early 2000s. We have employed a technique for laparoscopic-assisted total proctocolectomy (TPC) and ileal pouch anal anastomosis (IPAA) for the treatment of children with ulcerative colitis (UC). A total of 68 children underwent laparoscopic-assisted TPCs at our institution from June 2003 to February 2011. The patients ranged from 5 to 22 years of age. We progressively modified our surgical approach in positioning, equipment use, and operative technique. A total of 68 children underwent laparoscopic-assisted TPC within the 8-year time period. Two major complications occurred (2/68=3%) consisting of 1 duodenal injury and 1 small bowel injury. There were 6 minor complications (6/68=9%), including 5 stoma revisions and 1 port site hernia. There were no superficial wound infections. There were no reported cases of pouch fistulas, anastomotic breakdown, or neurovascular injuries. Our surgical technique is safe and effective in treating children with UC.